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James Dean Ringquist of Buffalo passed 
away on December 10, 2014 losing his 
brave battle with cancer. Jim was born 
on March 14, 1945 in Fergus Falls, MN.
Jim married Andrina Kohn in July 1979. 
A wonderful and happy 35 year marriage 
provided priceless memories of family 
and friends. He had many interests –
teaching, rocks, cars, Studebakers and 
memorabilia, playing guitar, listening 
to music–The Fabulous Flippers–selling 
things on EBay, and taking road trips. 
He loved driving as the journey was 
always as important as the destination. 
Jim taught high school chemistry, 
physics and science for 35 years, the last 
25 years in Rockford, MN. He loved 
teaching and worked hard to make sure 
his students were engaged, learning all 
they could. Jim was retired the last 10 
years and enjoyed working on his cars 
and many projects around the house.
Building a Man Cave was his final 
project. 

Andrina Ringquist 
2863 30th St SE  
Buffalo,  MN     55313

Craig Harrison of St. Paul passed away 
on December 19, 2014. The past few 
years Craig had been dealing with heart 
disease and suffered a heart attack while 
getting ready to go for therapy for his 
weakened heart.
Craig was born May 21, 1930 in Cloquet 
MN. His family moved to St. Paul 
when he was about five. Craig joined the 
Army after receiving his draft notice on 
Christmas Day, 1950 and was a Korean 
War veteran. He and Jackie were married 
on February 20th, 1957 and they raised 
two children, Laurie and David. Craig 
was employed by the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press for over 30 years. He owned four 
Studebakers over the years – a 1958 
Silverhawk, a 1949 Commander,  
a 1952 Champion and a 64 Daytona. 
Craig also had an extensive collection of 
Studebaker toys and memorabilia. He 
was a longtime NorthStar member and 
attended most club events, always willing 
to pitch in when help was needed. 

Jackie Harrison 
1745 Graham Ave.,  Apt 116  
St. Paul,  MN     55116

Dewey Hinderman, 76, of Minnetonka 
passed away on December 20, 2014. 
He was born and raised in Owatonna, 
Minnesota and graduated from 
Owatonna High in 1956. He graduated 
from Minnesota State-Mankato in 
1959 with a Bachelor of Science degree 
and received his Masters in 1962. He 
continued his education and received 
certifications from Hamline University, 
Macalester College and the University 
in Lausanne, Switzerland. He spent 
33 years doing what he loved to do, 
teaching social studies. Most of those 
years at Hopkins senior high. In addition 
to his interest in Studebakers, Dewey 
also enoyed the arts, finance, sports (avid 
tennis player and golfer), nature, writing 
and literature. He traveled extensively, 
especially after he retired. He is survived 
by his wife, Carmen, three children, 
seven grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren. 

A celebration of Dewey’s life will take 
place at 1:00 pm, Tuesday, May 19th at 
the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. 
Memorials preferred to the American 
Cancer Society.

We Remember…
December 2014 was a sad month as we lost three long-time members of the North Star Chapter.  
Our thoughts and prayers go out to their families during this difficult time.

Jim Ringquist 
– December 10, 2014

Craig Harrison 
– December 19, 2014

Dewey Hinderman 
– December 20, 2014
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This will be a hard column to pen. 
While we are always saddened by the 
news of a member or family member of 
the chapter passing away, the news in 
December was really hard for me. In the 
event you haven’t heard, our chapter lost 
three long-time members - Jim Ringquist 
passed away on December 10th, Craig 
Harrison passed away on December 19th 
and Dewey Hinderman passed away on 
December 20th.  
As chapter President, I served many years 
with Jim serving as Vice President. Jim 
set up our chapter Christmas parties 
and Annual Meeting events along with 
creating all those very unique Studebaker 
Christmas party gifts. Every day I look 
at the tissue box with pictures of us and 
our Avanti on my dresser. Jim drove his 
Studebakers to SDC meets and all sorts 
of car shows. He vended parts and his 
unique creations at many shows and on 
the internet. Jim worked the chapter car 
shows and emceed the awards ceremonies.  
Craig served as Treasurer and 
Membership Director for many years 
and was responsible for getting out the 
newsletters. Craig attended meets and 
worked on the SDC National and Zone 
meets we sponsored. He volunteered 
his time at chapter functions and the 
car shows with Craig coming and 
counting ballots for the car shows. He 
was passionate about the memorabilia, 
literature and toys and all things 
Studebaker.  
Dewey joined the chapter after finding a 
replacement 53 Studebaker like the one 
he had when he was courting Carmen. 
They knew each other since grade school. 
Dewey would stop into my office in 
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Minnetonka where he lived and we’d 
go out for coffee or lunch. Sandy and I 
stayed at Dewey’s place in Florida when 
we attended the 24 Hour Rolex race at 
Daytona speedway.     
Our thoughts and condolences go out 
to Andrina, Jackie and Carmen and the 
families and friends of these three men. 
As we get together in future meetings 
and events, share your personal stories 
of Jim, Craig and Dewey with other 
members. They will be missed and also 
remembered.
This year will be a busy one for the North 
Star Chapter as we host the 2015 Upper 
Mississippi Valley Zone meet in July 
along with all the other chapter events 
and the two car shows.  We appreciate 
all the members that have volunteered to 
assist with these endeavors. If you have 
been undecided on how you can help, 
please contact either Ed Skomorah or 
myself and we will find a unique place  
for your time and talents.
At the last Board Meeting, actions were 
taken to order some SDC feather banners 
and a chapter banner, you may have seen 
them in Turning Wheels. The Board 
also made donations to several charitable 
organizations from the car show proceeds 
from last year. Andrina Ringquist 
resigned as Board Secretary at the end  
of the meeting.
The Annual Meeting at the Gold Nugget 
restaurant on Saturday, January 24th.  
There will be chapter election of Officers.  
We again have a White Ballot proposed 
for the three open positions. Joan Lemke 
for Treasurer; Jerry Pearson for Board 
Director/Activities; Dean Elstad for 
President. Members attending the Annual 
Meeting will also vote to fill the vacant 
Secretary Board position.
Our winter started out with early cold 
and snow but for the moment seems to 
have fizzled. I was excited to hear the early 
predictions of lots of snow and a season 
similar to last years because the cross 
country skiing last year was very, very 
good. Haven’t even gotten out yet this 
year. Hopefully the spring time won’t be a 
repeat of last year and it will be warm and 
dry with a chance to get the Studebakers 
out of hibernation and on the road early.

From the Back of the Champ 

I’d like to thank all the chapter members 
that make this such a great chapter of 
SDC.  It’s a little the cars, a little the food 
and a lot the people.  
Sandy and I wish each and every one of 
you a safe and Happy New Year.  Here’s 
to a great year of Studebakers in 2015.
Contact me with comments and 
questions anytime.
Dean Elstad, President,  
North Star Chapter, SDC  
goldavanti@gmail.com • 763-560-9191
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by Arlan Vollan
Early November, 2014. I received a call 
inquiring about the availability of our 
1939 Studebaker President. “Was it in 
deep sleep for the winter?” The caller 
was a PR representative working on a 
promotion for the Ordway Theatre and 
the St. Paul Hotel, located across the 
park from each other. The Ordway was 
presenting a production of A Christmas 
Story. Ralphie wants a BB Gun, Dad 
wins a Leg Lamp, the lamp comes in a 
box marked fragile (fra-gee-lay, it must 
be Italian).
I agreed to provide a car for the 
promotion, shooting for which was 
to be within two weeks. They also 
informed me that there was not any 
money in the budget for a car. We were 
still in agreement, with the prospect of 
introducing more people to Studebaker.
Then November became January 
(weatherwise), cold, much snow 
and melting, slush. Any thought of 
subjecting a 75 year old to the conditions 
rapidly evaporated. A local transporter 
was contracted to haul the car from  
Red Wing to St. Paul on a flat bed.

The day of the 
shoot changed 

a number of times, 
but the final day was 

Thursday, November 13. 
Temperature, 22 degrees, 

wind, gusting to 18 mph.
We got to the hotel and they were not 

ready for us, so we waited about an hour 
to unload. That went smooth, we pushed 
the car into position, and it decided not 
to start. Old cars have their own mind;  
it was going to slumber until spring.

The production crew from Comcast 
arrived and set up to do the filming.  
They were very professional, considerate 
and courteous. Along with the show 
cast, they spent about 1-1/2 hours 
filming around the car. When they were 
preparing to film a scene involving the 
car, they always inquired if that was 
okay. The box containing the leg lamp 
was put in the trunk. Since it was big, 
they asked if it was okay to set on the 
bumper guard. Before putting it in the 
trunk, the producer asked for three 

people to lift, “do not want to damage 
the car.” The prop manager said, “I can 
always build another box.”
The experience was well worth the time 
and effort on my part. The promo was 
shown on Twin Cities television through 
December. The play ran until December 
28, at the Ordway Theatre. The St Paul 
Hotel and the Phantoms Facebook pages 
have photos from the day of filming.  
Both also have links to the video.  
The final version has the Studebaker 
President in seven seconds of the promo.

The obvious question asked is, “How 
did they find you?” Good question, a 
member the Phantoms Motor Club, who 
suggested they contact us. Jim Davis 
is a co-founder and co-producer of the 
10,000 Lakes Concours d’Elegance.  
The concours uses the PR firm which 
contacted me. Thanks Jim, I enjoyed the 
opportunity.
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by Ron Engle, Minnetrista, MN
New Zealand is a great place to visit, the 
people are wonderful, and the landscape 
is incredibly beautiful. One can traverse 
from mountain glaciers to rain forests 
to uncluttered beaches in a very short 
time. And if you drive a classic car, New 
Zealand is the place to visit because they 
appreciate and drive their classic cars. 
When I read Dean Elstad’s article in 
the December, 2013, issue of the North 
Star Wheel about Bakers Garage in 
St. Andrews, Barbara and I knew we 
had to look out for Studebakers while 
driving through St. Andrews on our 
trip this past March. It is not a difficult 
task, because the main road goes right 
through little St. Andrews on the Pacific 
coast, just south of Christchurch, and it 
would be difficult to miss two beautiful 
Larks parked on the side of the road in a 
town with a total population of 174. 
What a treat. We met Ken Patterson, 
but unfortunately Owen Offen was not 
there at the time. Ken was working on 
the Lark that is his daily driver. An eye 
catching two tone 1959 Lark hardtop 
with a continental kit, fender skirts, and 
sun visor was parked nearby in front of 
the garage. Ken gave us a tour through 
the shop area. It looked and felt like a 
Studebaker garage from years gone by. 
The Hawk that Owen and Ken were 
restoring now had the rebuilt engine 
installed that Dean Elstad had reported 
on earlier. The Hawk is original right 
hand drive, the two Larks with left hand 
drive were brought over from California. 

New Zealand Studebaker UPDATE
Unfortunately, Barbara and I were 
not able to meet Owen, but our brief 
encounter with St. Andrews Studebakers 
was most memorable. We were told 
that if we came to their meet, there 
would be a Studebaker for us to drive 
because most Studebaker owners in 
New Zealand and Australia own more 
than one Studebaker. Seems like that 
is true everywhere in the world where 
Studebakers were sold. 
In addition to two Studebakers (56 
President and 57 Silver Hawk), we also 
own a German 1960 Borgward Isabella 
Coupé, a car many people mistake for 
a Studebaker at first glance. A couple of 
years ago Barbara and I visited friends 
of the New Zealand Borgward Club in 
Napier on the North Island while there 
attending a Rugby World Cup game. 
(We knew the New Zealand Studebaker 
Drivers Club held their annual Meet in 
Timaru in April, but we were unable to 
attend.) The NZ Borgward Club was 
most hospitable and it was a real treat 
to see Chris Butler’s right hand drive 
Borgward Isabella Coupé and Denis 
Hibbs’ Arabella being restored. Some 
may recall Germany’s Borgward Group 
(Lloyd and Goliath included), 

– Continued on Page 5

Photos from top: Ron and Barbara overlooking Queenstown. 1959 Lark Hardtop 
with Continental Kit. Ken Patterson and his daily driver Lark.



P A G E  F I V E

N O R T H  S T A R  W H E E L

New Zealand Studebaker
a major German automotive competitor 
from 1929 to 1961, met a fate much 
like Studebaker, albeit under different 
circumstances. The 1959 recession forced 
Borgward to seek a bridge loan, which 
was denied and they were forced to cease 
operations in 1961.
There are many classic and antique 
car shows on both the North and 
South Islands. A very popular one 
takes place in Napier, the splashy Art 
Deco Weekend and Car Show held in 
February of each year. (There is still time 
to book a flight on Air New Zealand.) 
And of course there is the 24th National 
New Zealand Studebaker Drivers Club 
Meet in Cromwell, near Queenstown on 
the South Island, Easter weekend 2016. 
We look forward to our next visit.

I recently purchased an all 
original 1953 Studebaker 
Starliner. The car has 56,000 
miles and is rust-free. When 
I acquired the vehicle it was 
stored in a pole shed in Pine 
County, MN but it had only 
been there for a year or so. 
Before that I was told it had 
been stored for many years 
in a garage in Pine City.   
It hasn’t run for a few years 
but the engine does turn 
over. The interior is very nice 
and the exterior is also quite 
nice although it does have a 
few minor dings, but what 
doesn’t after 60+ years.  
(The picture showing the 
front of the car, the hood  
is not closed tight.) 
This makes eight  
Studebakers that we now 
have, years 1931 through 
1963.  My wife says enough 
now (But she’s said that 
before).
 –  Gene (and Jan) Anderson, 

Mora MN

Ron ’s 1960 Borgward Isabella.

– from Page 4

Our New 1953 Starliner
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G E T  T O  T H E  Z O N E !
Bob Shaw has been busy creating an eye catching web page for our 
2015 Zone Meet. Go to the North Star Chapter web site and click on 
ZONE. The registration page is now available with all the latest tours. 
Rasset’s Treasurers  tour for Sunday is now in place. Bob is going to be 
updating this sight periodically so I suggest you go back frequently 
and register now. — Ed Skomoroh

www.northstarwheel.com/2015zonemeet.html

ANNANDALE, MN ZONE MEET

C O AT S  F O R  K I D S  Submitted by Joan Lemke

North Star Chapter’s Annual Banquet – Saturday, January 24th, 2015
There will be chapter election of Officers.  
We again have a White Ballot proposed for the three open positions. 
Joan Lemke for Treasurer; Jerry Pearson for Board Director/Activities and 
Dean Elstad for President. Members attending the Annual Meeting will 
also vote to fill the vacant Secretary Board position.

Studebaker
Just Slightly Ahead Of It’s Time

LEARN TO
DO-IT-YOURSELF

AUTO PAINT 
SEMINAR

Welle Auto Supply
4801 Central Ave NE

Columbia Heights, MN
763-571-2734

$10.00
G I V E N  B Y :

Welle Auto Supply & PPG
W H E N :

Part 1:  Tuesday, Feb 17, 6-9 pm
Part 2:  Wednesday, Feb 18, 6-9 pm

L E A R N  A B O U T :

1. Surface Preparation
2. Body Fillers & Putties
3. Primers, Surfacers, & Sealers
4. Single Stage Urethane Systems
5. Basecoat / Clearcoat Systems
6. Spray guns
7. Equipment & shop set up
8. Specialty Paint Products

PLEASE CALL & REGISTER TODAY
LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE



N O R T H  S T A R  W H E E L

P A G E  S E V E N

FOR SALE, WANTED AND…
FOR SALE

FOR SALE - 1959 Lark VI  – 170 flathead 6 ,3 spd/overdrive. $800 paint 
job and Thunderbird front seats. $3,500 OBO.  Near Effingham Illinois. 
(217) 508-8702. (ends Mar ’15)

FOR SALE - 1956 Golden Hawk  – project car, complete parts. $5,000.  
Gordon J. Anderson, St. Paul, MN  612-636-7408.  Referred by Bob Byers. 
(ends Mar ’15)

FOR SALE - 1950 Studebaker, Land Cruiser, 4 door, Six cylinder, 3- spd, 
overdrive, hill holder.  Mileage 79,000+. $10,700. John Wiitanen,  
320-983-4062,  Milaca,MN (ends Mar ’15)

WANTED
WANTED - For a 1966 Daytona 2dr - front bucket seats (black), radio, 
lense cover for e-brake, dome light w/cover, seat hyinge covers, Daytona 
script, windshield washer bag. For a 1964 Commander 6 cyl. - Carter RBS 
carb. Marvin Matalamaki, 218-263-7537,  wagonmaster@northlc.com 
(ends Mar ’15)

GOT STUDE STUFF TO SELL OR NEED… 
TELL THE MEMBERS!
email: bob@stude-becker.com  
North Star Wheel Newsletter c/o Bob Stude, Editor 
3263 Lake Elmo Avenue North, Lake Elmo, MN 55042
Phone: 612-839-2490 
For Sale & Wanted Notices will be printed for two (2) consecutive  
issues (4 months). Continuation requests must be initiated by the 
advertiser before subsequent Newsletter publication deadlines. 
Emails preferred to bob@stude-becker.com or US mail notices to 
Newsletter. Ads must be received by Newsletter submission deadline.  
Be sure to detail your descriptions: For Sale or Wanted, year, model,  
body type, etc.

The North Star Wheel is the newsletter of the North Star and 
North Land Wheels Chapters of the Studebaker Drivers Club, Inc.
Emails preferred to: bob@stude-becker.com
ISSUE  DEADLINE  MAILING DATE±
JAN/FEB  December 20th  January 1st
MAR/APR  February 20th  March 1st
MAY/JUN  April 20th  May 1st
JUL/AUG  June 20th  July 1st
SEP/OCT  August 20th  September 1st
NOV/DEC  October 20th  November 1st

Name:

Annual Meeting Dinner Selections

Salmon Oscar w/jumbo lump crab, hollandaise, asparagus & herb mashed potatoes  $23.00 __  Adults
Beef Stroganoff red wine braised shortribs over noodles & finished with sour cream  $20.50 __  Adults
Home Made Meatloaf over herb mashed potatoes with bacon wrapped asparagus  $19.00 __  Adults
Grilled Chicken Breast Sandwich choice: fries, sweet potato fries, onion rings, slaw or fruit   $16.50 __  Adults
Famous Burger Selection*  choice: fries, sweet potato fries, onion rings, slaw or fruit   $19.00 __  Adults

RSVP BY JANUARY 19, 2015 Total: $__________

*  This is what the Gold Nugget is famous for. 10 different burgers to choose from (we’ll have a check list at the restaurant).  
Most are beef – but turkey, elk, ahi tuna and veggie will also be options!

Cash Bar •  Coffee, Tea & Pop provided by The North Star Chapter. 
All Prices Include Tax  and Gratuity

D I R E C T I O N S
From Highway 7.  West on Hwy 7 to Woodhill Road 
(just west of 494) Take Woodhill Road south to the T 
intersection with Excelsior Blvd.  The restaurant is directly 
ahead of you on the south side of the intersection.

From Hwy 62. West on 62, past 494, take Eden Prairie 
Road North. Follow Eden Prairie Road to Excelsior Blvd.  
Go East on Excelsior 500 feet and the restaurant will be 
on your right.

Gold Nugget Tavern & Grill 
14401 Excelsior Boulevard 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 
952.935.3600   
www.goldnuggettavernandgrille.com 

Please fill out the Dinner selection Form  
and mail it, with your check to: 

Bob Waitz
345 Herman Terrace
Hopkins, MN 55343
952-239-3248

Make checks payable to: Robert Waitz
Please send your Annual Meeting Reservation  
to Bob by January 19, 2015.

N O R T H  S T A R 
C H A P T E R ’ S 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 2O15 
 Social Hour 11:00–Noon • Dinner at Noon
 Meeting and Elections to Follow

ANNUAL BANQUET

gold nugget 
T A V E R N  &  G R I L L



North Star Chapter SDC Membership Application
NSC Annual Dues are $15.  Date of Application
Name  
Spouse
Address
City/State/Zip
Home Phone Cell Phone
Email Address
National SDC Membership Number

Please list your Studebakers and other collector vehicles.
YEAR MAKE MODEL

Mail this application along with you check for $15 made out to North Star Chapter SDC to: 
Kerry Jackson, Membership, 6388 Ranchview Lane N, Maple Grove,  MN  55311-3924 
763-559-1780 • kerryjackson@comcast.net            

You must be a member of the National Studebaker 
Drivers Club (SDC) to join any SDC local chapter such as 
the North Star Chapter (NSC). Memberships are for one 
year and include 12 issues of Turning Wheels magazine.

US Rates
Regular Membership with Periodicals-Class Mail:
New Members, First Year Only $24. USD
Regular Membership Renewal $31. USD
Student/Young Adult (to age 22) $24. USD
Turning Wheels subscription only $24. USD
Regular Membership w/First-Class Mail $60. USD

You can join easily right online. Go to:
www.studebakerdriversclub.com/joinsdc.asp 

If you do not want to join or renew online - click the 
“JOIN” link above, print the application, fill it out and 
mail it to:  The Studebaker Drivers Club, Inc.

P.O. Box 1715 
Maple Grove MN 55311

Or, use VISA or Master Card and  
call (763)420-7829, or fax (763)420-7849  
or email: mark@cornerstonereg.com for information.


